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PRESENTATION 
 
 

The Superintendence of Transportation, through the Delegate of Ports, presents the Statistical 
Bulletin of port traffic in Colombia from January to December 2020, which contains information 
on the cargo of goods that enter, leave and transit through of the different port zones and port 
companies of public and private service in Colombia, as well as the cabotage and river cargo 
that moves between the different ports of the country. To observe the behavior and evolution of 
the port traffic cargo in the country, the analysis is presented regarding the variation of the figures 
from January to December of the year 2020 with respect to the same period of the years 2019 
and 2018, said analysis is carried out through all the chapters. 
  
The importance of the types of cargo handled through Colombian ports, their behavior and their 
evolution in the last three years, is also presented in this bulletin the graphs and tables that 
consolidate the information to a breakdown of port zone and society port, with special emphasis 
on the cargo handled by regional port companies and the comparison between public and 
private port companies. 
 
The chapter on containers shows their evolution over time, presenting the data in units of TEUS 
and FEUS, their behavior and the share that each port society represents compared to the total 
mobilized. 
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1. PORT ZONES OF COLOMBIA 

1.1. TONS MOVED BY PORT ZONE 
 
Table 1. Tons mobilized by port zone and port traffic, January - December (2020). 

 
 *Part: Percentage of participation 
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SP Monómeros for July and September 2020; update of the Port Group figures for Sept 2020 and Nov 
2019; Argos Free Zone figures update from Jul 2020, SP TC Buen figures update from Jan to Jul 2019 and 2020; SPR Buenaventura figures update from Oct and 
Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; Palermo SP figures update from Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla figures update Apr to Dec 2019; New SP Atlantic Zone figures 
update from Dec 2019; Cerrejón's figures update from Jul to Dec 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 
 

 
Graph 1. Millions of tons moved by port traffic from January to December (2020). 

Port Zone Export
*Part.

(%)
Import

*Part.

(%)

Foreign 

trade

*Part.

(%)

Cabotage 

Cargo

Fluvial 

Cargo

transshipment 

cargo

International 

transit

International 

transit
Total port traffic

*Part. 

total 

(%)

P.Z. Caribbean Region 94.637.293 95,4 22.663.680 64,6 117.300.973 87,4 5.805.350 79.686 20.512.127 276.914 15.878 143.990.928 88,0

Ciénaga 37.234.000 37,5 - - 37.234.000 27,7 - - - - - 37.234.000 22,7

Cartagena 10.881.519 11,0 8.389.901 23,9 19.271.420 14,4 3.464.302 102 20.491.731 274.999 - 43.502.555 26,6

G. Morrosquillo 29.282.114 29,5 867.356 2,5 30.149.471 22,5 138.731 - - - - 30.288.202 18,5

Guajira 12.097.195 12,2 137.912 0,4 12.235.106 9,1 - - - - - 12.235.106 7,5

Santa Marta 1.574.314 1,6 6.173.804 17,6 7.748.118 5,8 1.457.907 - 19.865 - - 9.225.889 5,6

Barranquilla 2.997.744 3,0 6.971.690 19,9 9.969.434 7,4 122.754 79.584 531 1.915 15.878 10.190.096 6,2

Turbo 565.938 0,6 61.037 0,2 626.975 0,5 450.506 - - - - 1.077.481 0,7

San Andrés 4.469 0,0 61.980 0,2 66.449 0,0 171.150 - - - - 237.599 0,1

P.Z. Pacific Region 4.545.162 4,6 12.360.401 35,3 16.905.564 12,6 235.803 374 645.403 1.384 - 17.788.528 10,9

Buenaventura 4.207.964 4,2 12.360.401 35,3 16.568.365 12,3 194.134 - 645.403 1.384 - 17.409.286 10,6

Tumaco 337.198 0,3 - - 337.198 0,3 41.669 374 - - - 379.242 0,2

P.Z. Magdalena River - - 33.439 0,1 33.439 - 125.432 1.763.835 - - - 1.922.706 1,2

Barrancabermeja - - - - - - - 1.763.835 - - - 1.763.835 1,1

Río Magdalena - - 33.439 0,1 33.439 - 125.432 - - - - 158.871 0,1

Total tons 99.182.456 100 35.057.520 100 134.239.976 100 6.166.584 1.843.896 21.157.530 278.298 15.878 163.702.162 100

Participation (%) 60,6 21,4 82,0 3,8 1,1 12,9 0,2 0,0 100
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Graph 2. Participation of port zones in port traffic from January to December (2020). 

 

1.2. ACCUMULATED COMPARISON OF PORT TRAFFIC IN THE LAST 3 YEARS BY 
PORT ZONE 

 
Table 1. Tons mobilized by port zone, January - December (2018-2020). 

    
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SP Monómeros for July and September 2020; update of the Port Group figures for Sept 2020 and Nov 
2019; Argos Free Zone figures update from Jul 2020, SP TC Buen figures update from Jan to Jul 2019 and 2020; SPR Buenaventura figures update from Oct and 

Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; Palermo SP figures update from Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla figures update April to December 2019; New SP Atlantic Zone 
figures update from Dec 2019; update of Cerrejón figures from Jul to Dec 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
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Ton
*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)

P.Z. Caribbean Region 172.559.563 85,8 173.019.416 88,2 143.990.928 88,0 0,3 -16,8

Ciénaga 46.006.833 22,9 47.495.852 24,2 37.234.000 22,7 3,2 -21,6

Cartagena 39.899.364 19,8 41.676.131 21,2 43.502.555 26,6 4,5 4,4

G. Morrosquillo 30.743.841 15,3 31.791.721 16,2 30.288.202 18,5 3,4 -4,7

Guajira 31.862.084 15,9 27.715.328 14,1 12.235.106 7,5 -13,0 -55,9

Santa Marta 11.691.247 5,8 12.153.072 6,2 9.225.889 5,6 4,0 -24,1

Barranquilla 11.058.921 5,5 10.891.983 5,6 10.190.096 6,2 -1,5 -6,4

Turbo 954.097 0,5 971.050 0,5 1.077.481 0,7 1,8 11,0

San Andrés 343.176 0,2 324.280 0,2 237.599 0,1 -5,5 -26,7

P.Z. Pacific Region 26.158.964 13,0 21.154.879 10,8 17.788.528 10,9 -19,1 -15,9

Buenaventura 25.544.051 12,7 20.766.729 10,6 17.409.286 10,6 -18,7 -16,2

Tumaco 614.913 0,3 388.150 0,2 379.242 0,2 -36,9 -2,3

P.Z. Magdalena River 2.303.457 1,1 2.062.385 1,1 1.922.706 1,2 -10,5 -6,8

Barrancabermeja 2.189.584 1,1 2.000.515 1,0 1.763.835 1,1 -8,6 -11,8

Río Magdalena 113.873 0,1 61.870 0,0 158.871 0,1 -45,7 156,8

Total tons 201.021.984 100 196.236.679 100 163.702.162 100 -2,4 -16,6

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Port Zone

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
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Graph 3. Tons mobilized by port zone from January to December (2018-2020). 

During the period from January to December 2020, the port zones handled a total of 163.7 
million tons, registering a negative variation of 17%, which is equivalent to 32.5 million tons less 
in relation to the same period of 2019. This decrease was due to mainly to lower volumes of 
cargo mobilized in the coal product in the port zones of Guajira and Ciénaga. 
 
The Caribbean region mobilized 143.9 million tons for 2020, with a participation of 88%, 
presenting a negative variation of 17% compared to the previous year. Likewise, the Pacific 
region mobilized 17.7 million tons, presenting a decrease of 16%. 
 
The port zone of Cartagena had the highest participation in port traffic, with 43.5 million tons 
mobilized, a participation of 27% of the total and a growth of 4% compared to the previous year. 
 
The second port zone with the highest participation in cargo movement was Ciénaga, 
participating with 23% of the total, which corresponds to 37.2 million tons and a decrease of 
22% compared to 2019, due to the reduction in movement of products such as coal. 
 
In third place, with a 19% share of the total, the port zone of the Gulf of Morrosquillo, which 
handled a total 30.2 million tons of cargo, with a decrease of 5% compared to 2019, due to the 
decrease in the movement of products such as hydrocarbons. 
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1.3. COMPARISON OF THE TYPE OF ACCUMULATED PORT TRAFFIC 
 
Table 2. Tons mobilized by type of port traffic, January - December (2018-2020). 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SP Monómeros for July and September 2020; update of the Port Group figures for Sept 2020 and Nov 
2019; Argos Free Zone figures update from Jul 2020, SP TC Buen figures update from Jan to Jul 2019 and 2020; SPR Buenaventura figures update from Oct and 
Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; Palermo SP figures update from Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla figures update April to December 2019; New SP Atlantic Zone 
figures update from Dec 2019; update of Cerrejón figures from Jul to Dec 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 

 

Graph 4. Millions of tons moved by port traffic from January to December (2018-2020). 

Regarding the foreign trade cargo (export and import), there is a 23% decrease in exports 
compared to 2019 and a 14% decrease in imported cargo respectively. This is due to the 
decrease in exports and imports through the port zones of Guajira, Santa Marta and Ciénaga. 
 
The transshipment cargo registered a negative variation of 5%, going from moving 22.2 million 
tons in 2019, to 21.1 million tons in 2020, that is, 1 million tons less than the previous year, being 
registered mostly by the port zones of Buenaventura and Santa Marta. Cabotage cargo reflects 
a positive variation of 126% compared to 2019, equivalent to 3.4 million tons more than the 
previous year, mainly in the port zone of Buenaventura, Cartagena and Santa Marta. 
 
River traffic, showed a decrease of 13% due to the low mobilization of liquid bulk and general 
cargo in the port zone of Barrancabermeja. 

Port traffic Jan - Dec 2018
*Part. 

(%)
Jan - Dec 2019

*Part. 

(%)
Jan - Dec 2020

*Part. 

(%)

Variation (%)

(2018-2019)

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)

Export 131.065.273 65,2 128.205.856 65,3 99.182.456 60,6 -2,2 -22,6

Import 38.706.762 19,3 40.683.608 20,7 35.057.520 21,4 5,1 -13,8

Foreign trade 169.772.035 84,5 168.889.464 86,1 134.239.976 82,0 -0,5 -20,5

International Transit 300.669 0,1 265.908 0,1 278.298 0,2 -11,6 4,7

transshipment cargo 24.459.351 12,2 22.206.878 11,3 21.157.530 12,9 -9,2 -4,7

Cabotage cargo 4.222.644 2,1 2.724.586 1,4 6.166.584 3,8 -35,5 126,3

Fluvial cargo 2.245.015 1,1 2.117.391 1,1 1.843.896 1,1 -5,7 -12,9

Transitory cargo 22.269 0,0 28.151 0,0 15.878 0,0 26,4 -43,6

Mobilizations on board - - 4.301 0,0 - - - -

Total port traffic 201.021.984 100 196.236.679 100 163.702.162 100 -2,4 -16,6
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1.4. TYPE OF CARGO BY PORT ZONE 
 
Table 3. Tons moved by port zone and type of cargo, January - December (2020) 

 
* Part: Percentage of participation 

The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SP Monómeros for July and September 2020; update of the Port Group figures for Sept 2020 and Nov 
2019; Argos Free Zone figures update from Jul 2020, SP TC Buen figures update from Jan to Jul 2019 and 2020; SPR Buenaventura figures update from Oct and 
Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; Palermo SP figures update from Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla figures update April to December 2019; New SP Atlantic Zone 
figures update from Dec 2019; update of Cerrejón figures from Jul to Dec 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 

 
In terms of cargo volume, bulk coal is the most important type of cargo, registering a volume of 
54.8 million tons and a 33% share of the total mobilized, mostly by the Caribbean region, mainly 
in the zones ports of Ciénaga and Guajira. 
 
In second place, there is liquid bulk (mainly hydrocarbon) with 48.4 million tons and a 30% share 
of the total cargo handled, mainly by the Caribbean region in the port zones of G. Morrosquillo 
and Cartagena. 
 
Third, containerized cargo with 41.1 million tons moved in 2020, with a 25% share of the total 
cargo handled by the port zones of Cartagena and Buenaventura. 
 
 

Port Zone Bulk coal
*Part. 

(%)

Solid bulk differ. 

coal

*Part. 

(%)
Liquid bulk

*Part. 

(%)

Cargo in

container

*Part. 

(%)
General

*Part. 

(%)
Total tons

*Part.

total 

(%)

P.Z. Caribbean Region 53.807.317 98,0 10.359.406 64,7 45.714.597 94,4 31.851.171 77,5 2.258.436 69,2 143.990.928 88,0

Ciénaga 37.234.000 67,8 - - - - - - - 37.234.000 22,7

Cartagena 1.450.891 2,6 2.480.166 15,5 10.016.583 20,7 29.004.142 70,5 550.773 16,9 43.502.555 26,6

G. Morrosquillo 237.097 0,4 774.383 4,8 29.276.089 60,5 - - 634 0,0 30.288.202 18,5

Guajira 12.096.853 22,0 13.033 0,1 110.677 0,2 1.527 0,0 13.017 0,4 12.235.106 7,5

Santa Marta 989.627 1,8 2.362.930 14,8 4.942.581 10,2 813.431 2,0 117.320 3,6 9.225.889 5,6

Barranquilla 1.798.850 3,3 4.678.211 29,2 1.305.451 2,7 1.197.017 2,9 1.210.567 37,1 10.190.096 6,2

Turbo - - - - 11.605 0,0 745.579 1,8 320.297 9,8 1.077.481 0,7

San Andrés - - 50.683 0,3 51.611 0,1 89.476 0,2 45.828 1,4 237.599 0,1

P.Z. Pacific Region 1.081.564 2,0 5.617.793 35,1 942.810 1,9 9.264.825 22,5 881.537 27,0 17.788.528 10,9

Buenaventura 1.081.564 2,0 5.617.793 35,1 584.568 1,2 9.264.825 22,5 860.537 26,4 17.409.286 10,6

Tumaco - - - - 358.242 0,7 - - 21.000 0,6 379.242 0,2

P.Z. Magdalena River - - 38.691 0,2 1.760.222 3,6 503 0,0 123.291 3,8 1.922.706 1,2

Barrancabermeja - - - - 1.760.222 3,6 503 0,0 3.110 0,1 1.763.835 1,1

Río Magdalena - - 38.691 0,2 - - - - 120.180 3,7 158.871 0,1

Total port traffic 54.888.881 100 16.015.889 100 48.417.629 100 41.116.499 100 3.263.264 100 163.702.162 100

Participation (%) 33,5 9,8 29,6 25,1 2,0 100
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Graph 5. Participation of type of cargo from January to December (2020) 

The port zones of Buenaventura and Barranquilla occupy the first and second place, with a 64% 
share of solid bulk cargo other than coal. This type of cargo has a participation of 10% with 16 
million tons mobilized during 2020. 
 

1.5. EXPORTS BY PORT ZONE 
 

Table 4. Tons mobilized for export by port zone, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SP Monómeros for July and September 2020; update of the Port Group figures for Sept 2020 and Nov 
2019; Argos Free Zone figures update from Jul 2020, SP TC Buen figures update from Jan to Jul 2019 and 2020; SPR Buenaventura figures update from Oct and 
Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; Palermo SP figures update from Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla figures update April to December 2019; New SP Atlantic Zone 

figures update from Dec 2019; update of Cerrejón figures from Jul to Dec 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

Ton
*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)

P.Z. Caribbean Region 126.382.476 96,4 123.931.961 96,7 94.637.293 95,4 -1,9 -23,6

Ciénaga 46.006.833 35,1 47.495.852 37,0 37.234.000 37,5 3,2 -21,6

G. Morrosquillo 30.127.927 23,0 31.181.539 24,3 29.282.114 29,5 3,5 -6,1

Guajira 31.428.433 24,0 27.286.398 21,3 12.097.195 12,2 -13,2 -55,7

Cartagena 11.018.097 8,4 11.310.034 8,8 10.881.519 11,0 2,6 -3,8

Santa Marta 3.894.052 3,0 3.179.077 2,5 1.574.314 1,6 -18,4 -50,5

Barranquilla 3.124.955 2,4 2.796.332 2,2 2.997.744 3,0 -10,5 7,2

Turbo 777.809 0,6 678.869 0,5 565.938 0,6 -12,7 -16,6

San Andrés 4.370 0,0 3.861 0,0 4.469 0,0 -11,6 15,7

P.Z. Pacific Region 4.669.093 3,6 4.260.599 3,3 4.545.162 4,6 -8,7 6,7

Buenaventura 4.083.762 3,1 3.971.826 3,1 4.207.964 4,2 -2,7 5,9

Tumaco 585.331 0,4 288.773 0,2 337.198 0,3 -50,7 16,8

P.Z. Magdalena River 13.704 0,0 13.296 0,0 - - -3,0 -

Barrancabermeja - - - - - - - -

Río Magdalena 13.704 0,0 13.296 0,0 - - -3,0 -

Total tons 131.065.273 100 128.205.856 100 99.182.456 100 -2,2 -22,6

Variation (%)

(2018-2019)

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020

Port Zone
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During 2020, a total of 99.1 million tons were exported, with a decrease of 23% compared to the 
previous year, which means that 29 million tons were stopped being exported compared to 2019. 
96% of the cargo was exported to through the Caribbean region, mainly through the port zones 
of Ciénaga, Golfo de Morrosquillo and La Guajira, which represent 80% of the total cargo 
exported in 2020. 
 
In the Pacific region, the percentage of participation of the exported cargo registers 5%, mainly 
by the port zone of Buenaventura. 
 
 

 

Graph 6. Percentage of exports by port zone from January to December (2020) 
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1.6. IMPORTS BY PORT ZONE 
 
Table 5. Tons mobilized in import by port zone, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
 *Part: Percentage of participation 
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SP Monómeros for July and September 2020; update of the Port Group figures for Sept 2020 and Nov 
2019; Argos Free Zone figures update from Jul 2020, SP TC Buen figures update from Jan to Jul 2019 and 2020; SPR Buenaventura figures update from Oct and 
Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; Palermo SP figures update from Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla figures update April to December 2019; New SP Atlantic Zone 
figures update from Dec 2019; update of Cerrejón figures from Jul to Dec 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 

 
 

Graph 7. Percentage of imports by port zone from January to December (2020) 

Regarding the cargo that arrived in the country through the port companies, a cargo volume of 
35 million tons was registered for 2020, for a decrease of 14%, which represents 5 million tons 
less than the previous year. 
 

Ton
*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)

P.Z. Caribbean Region 24.541.169 63,4 26.795.514 65,9 22.663.680 64,6 9,2 -15,4

Cartagena 9.303.777 24,0 9.390.044 23,1 8.389.901 23,9 0,9 -10,7

Santa Marta 6.418.736 16,6 8.426.769 20,7 6.173.804 17,6 31,3 -26,7

Barranquilla 7.574.799 19,6 7.704.580 18,9 6.971.690 19,9 1,7 -9,5

G. Morrosquillo 563.281 1,5 610.182 1,5 867.356 2,5 8,3 42,1

Guajira 433.651 1,1 428.930 1,1 137.912 0,4 -1,1 -67,8

Turbo 137.618 0,4 139.152 0,3 61.037 0,2 1,1 -56,1

San Andrés 109.306 0,3 95.857 0,2 61.980 0,2 -12,3 -35,3

P.Z. Pacific Region 14.141.317 36,5 13.869.015 34,1 12.360.401 35,3 -1,9 -10,9

Buenaventura 14.141.317 36,5 13.867.712 34,1 12.360.401 35,3 -1,9 -10,9

Tumaco - - 1.303 - - - - -

P.Z. Magdalena River 24.277 0,1 19.078 0,0 33.439 0,1 -21,4 -25,2

Río Magdalena 24.277 0,1 19.078 0,0 33.439 0,1 -21,4 -25,2

Total tons 38.706.762 100 40.683.608 100 35.057.520 100 5,1 -13,8

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Port Zone

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)

Cartagena 
24%

Santa Marta 
18%

Barranquilla 
20%
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65% of the cargo was imported through the Caribbean region, mainly through the port zones of 
Cartagena and Barranquilla, which represent 44% of the total imported cargo during 2020. 
 
In the Pacific region, the share of imported cargo registered 35%, mainly from the Buenaventura 
port zone. 

1.7. MAIN PRODUCTS EXPORTED AND IMPORTED 
 
1.7.1. Exported 

 
Table 6. Tons of the main exported products, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SP Monómeros for July and September 2020; update of the Port Group figures for Sept 2020 and Nov 
2019; Argos Free Zone figures update from Jul 2020, SP TC Buen figures update from Jan to Jul 2019 and 2020; SPR Buenaventura figures update from Oct and 
Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; Palermo SP figures update from Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla figures update April to December 2019; New SP Atlantic Zone 
figures update from Dec 2019; update of Cerrejón figures from Jul to Dec 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

           

During 2020, coal and oil cargo were the main exported products, with a significant participation 
of 86%, compared to the total exported cargo, which corresponds to 85.4 million tons of these 
two products that left the country mainly for the Caribbean region, mainly through the port zone 
of Ciénaga, Guajira, Gulf of Morrosquillo, Guajira and Cartagena. 
  
Coal exports represented 53% of the total cargo moved and its main destination countries were 
Turkey, Panama and the Marshall Islands. 
 
 

 
 
 

Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%) Ton
*Part. 

(%)

Coal 82.533.477 63,0 78.435.027 61,2 52.290.936 52,7 -5,0 -33,3

Petroleum 37.398.369 28,5 37.485.301 29,2 33.121.907 33,4 0,2 -11,6

Coke coal and briquettes 1.915.380 1,5 1.699.142 1,3 1.798.645 1,8 -11,3 5,9

Petroleum derivatives - - 951.874 0,7 2.293.048 2,3 - 140,9

Boxes and packaging in general 851.483 0,6 1.064.643 0,8 1.260.174 1,3 25,0 18,4

Household items 768.473 0,6 766.511 0,6 1.353.037 1,4 -0,3 76,5

Banana 1.052.038 0,8 965.976 0,8 555.435 0,6 -8,2 -42,5

Sugar and sugar and honey preparations 719.422 0,5 1.111.348 0,9 618.930 0,6 54,5 -44,3

Vegetable oils and fats 804.794 0,6 610.850 0,5 628.356 0,6 -24,1 2,9

Polyethylene and plastic materials 617.829 0,5 665.416 0,5 729.161 0,7 7,7 9,6

Excellent coffee 438.706 0,3 488.664 0,4 567.092 0,6 11,4 16,0

Other products 3.965.301 3,0 3.961.105 3,1 3.965.737 4,0 -0,1 0,1

Total tons 131.065.273 100 128.205.856 100 99.182.456 100 -2,2 -22,6

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Main Exported Products

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
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Graph 8. Main products mobilized by export from January to December (2020) 

The second line, oil exports represented 33%, registering their departure from the country 
through the port zones of the Gulf of Morrosquillo and Cartagena, destined mainly for the United 
States, the Marshall Islands and Liberia. 
 
1.7.2. Imported 
 
Table 7. Tons of main imported products, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SP Monómeros for July and September 2020; update of the Port Group figures for Sept 2020 and Nov 
2019; Argos Free Zone figures update from Jul 2020, SP TC Buen figures update from Jan to Jul 2019 and 2020; SPR Buenaventura figures update from Oct and 
Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; Palermo SP figures update from Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla figures update April to December 2019; New SP Atlantic Zone 
figures update from Dec 2019; update of Cerrejón figures from Jul to Dec 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ton *Part. (%) Ton
*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)

Petroleum 6.985.821 18,0 7.574.286 18,6 4.669.337 13,3 8,4 -38,4

Corn 4.691.298 12,1 5.237.162 12,9 4.722.507 13,5 11,6 -9,8

Cereals, grains and their preparations 3.104.207 8,0 2.277.195 5,6 2.350.129 6,7 -26,6 3,2

Household items 1.716.679 4,4 2.538.190 6,2 3.003.890 8,6 47,9 18,3

Boxes and packaging in general 1.726.407 4,5 2.550.142 6,3 2.761.086 7,9 47,7 8,3

Industrial chemicals 2.349.560 6,1 1.821.760 4,5 1.701.224 4,9 -22,5 -6,6

Steel 1.618.925 4,2 1.453.773 3,6 1.118.663 3,2 -10,2 -23,1

Food products 996.710 2,6 1.073.532 2,6 1.468.528 4,2 7,7 36,8

Wheat 998.563 2,6 1.154.180 2,8 1.331.949 3,8 15,6 15,4

Soy 1.121.430 2,9 1.083.105 2,7 1.028.395 2,9 -3,4 -5,1

Chemical products 872.987 2,3 824.741 2,0 673.559 1,9 -5,5 -18,3

Other products 12.524.175 32,4 13.095.541 32,2 10.228.252 29,2 4,6 -21,9

Total tons 38.706.762 100 40.683.608 100 35.057.520 100 5,1 -13,8

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
Main imported products
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Graph 9. Main products mobilized by import from January to December (2020) 

 
During 2020, oil and corn cargo were the main imported products, with a significant participation 
of 27%, compared to the total imported cargo, which corresponds to 9.3 million tons of these 
two products that entered the country mainly through the Caribbean region and specifically the 
port zone of Santa Marta and Cartagena. 
  
Oil imports represented 13.3% of the total cargo moved and its main countries of origin were 
the United States and Mexico. 
 
The second line, corn imports represented 13.5% of the total cargo, registering the United 
States and Brazil as countries of origin. 
 
1.8. ACCUMULATED COMPARISON OF SHIP ARRIVALS BY PORT ZONE 
 
 

During 2020, port companies recorded a total of 10,596 ship arrivals, with a 12% decrease 
compared to 2019. In the Caribbean region, 8,359 arrivals were recorded, corresponding to 79% 
of ships arrived compared to 21 % of total arrivals registered in the Pacific region and Rio 
Magdalena. For the analysis period, it is determined that an average of 15,449¹ tons were moved 
per vessel. 
 
The port zones of Barranquilla, Buenaventura and Cartagena registered a decrease in the arrival 
of ships during 2020, with a negative variation of 10%, 9% and 6% respectively, compared to 
the previous year. 
 
 
 
 
 
¹ - Average calculated as the sum of the total import cargo, cabotage, transhipment, international transit and transitory cargo/number of ship 

arrivals. 

 

4.722.507 4.669.337

3.003.890 2.761.086
2.350.129

1.701.224 1.468.528 1.331.949 1.118.663 1.028.395
673.559
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Table 8. Number of ship arrivals by port zone, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 

 
Graph 10. Number of arrival of ships by port zone from January to December (2020) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ton
*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)

P.Z. Caribbean Region 9.181 78,6 9.570 79,6 8.359 78,9 4,2 -12,7

Barranquilla 1.409 12,1 1.565 13,0 1.408 13,3 11,1 -10,0

Cartagena 4.228 36,2 4.217 35,1 3.955 37,3 -0,3 -6,2

Ciénaga 485 4,2 580 4,8 405 3,8 19,6 -30,2

G. Morrosquillo 363 3,1 341 2,8 317 3,0 -6,1 -7,0

Guajira 497 4,3 427 3,6 200 1,9 -14,1 -53,2

San Andrés 437 3,7 454 3,8 355 3,4 3,9 -21,8

Santa Marta 1.002 8,6 1.113 9,3 937 8,8 11,1 -15,8

Turbo 760 6,5 873 7,3 782 7,4 14,9 -10,4

P.Z. Pacific Region 1.521 13,0 1.379 11,5 1.232 11,6 -9,3 -10,7

Buenaventura 1.485 12,7 1.328 11,0 1.197 11,3 -10,6 -9,9

Tumaco 36 0,3 51 0,4 35 0,3 41,7 -31,4

P.Z. Magdalena River 977 8,4 1.073 8,9 1.005 9,5 9,8 -6,3

Barrancabermeja 950 8,1 1.059 8,8 976 9,2 11,5 -7,8

Río Magdalena 27 0,2 14 0,1 29 0,3 -48,1 107,1

Total ship arrivals 11.679 100 12.022 100 10.596 100 2,9 -11,9

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Port Zone

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
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2. PORT PUBLIC SERVICE SOCIETIES 
 
2.1. TONS MOBILIZED BY PUBLIC SERVICE PORT SOCIETY 
 
Table 9. Tons mobilized by public service port company, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by Grupo Portuario from Sept 2020 and Nov 2019; update of SP TC Buen figures from Jan to Jul 2019 
and 2020; SPR Buenaventura figures update from Oct and Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; Palermo SP figures update from Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla 
figures update April to December 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 

Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%)

P.Z. Caribbean Region 85.292.536 76,1 92.637.158 80,8 80.731.219 81,4 8,6 -12,9

Barranquilla 10.571.561 9,4 10.525.034 9,2 9.720.739 9,8 -0,4 -7,6

BITCO S.A. 688.586 0,6 608.494 0,5 812.136 0,8 -11,6 33,5

COMPAS S.A. 1.073.872 1,0 1.213.180 1,1 1.096.312 1,1 13,0 -9,6

Palermo S.P. S.A. 2.218.223 2,0 2.060.801 1,8 1.987.064 2,0 -7,1 -3,6

S.P. Portmagdalena S.A. 548.221 0,5 798.246 0,7 695.415 0,7 45,6 -12,9

S.P.R. Barranquilla 4.535.215 4,0 4.668.888 4,1 4.096.813 4,1 2,9 -12,3

S.P. Riverport S.A. 1.246.747 1,1 977.998 0,9 828.235 0,8 -21,6 -15,3

Vopak S.A. 260.697 0,2 197.427 0,2 204.765 0,2 -24,3 3,7

Cartagena 31.514.550 28,1 33.584.093 29,3 35.673.480 36,0 6,6 6,2

Algranel S.A. 145.390 0,1 89.168 0,1 135.804 0,1 -38,7 52,3

COMPAS S.A. 1.656.097 1,5 1.588.976 1,4 1.155.578 1,2 -4,1 -27,3

Coremar Shorebase S.A. 8.378 0,0 9.554 0,0 283 0,0 14,0 -97,0

Dexton S.A 215.058 0,2 194.473 0,2 139.813 0,1 -9,6 -28,1

Oiltanking Colombia S.A. 220.378 0,2 287.556 0,3 182.634 0,2 30,5 -36,5

Puerto Buenavista S.A. 446.546 0,4 423.073 0,4 456.429 0,5 -5,3 7,9

Puerto De Mamonal S.A. 1.833.270 1,6 2.146.687 1,9 1.826.959 1,8 17,1 -14,9

Puertos del Caribe Soc. Portuaria - - 60.188 0,1 53.874 0,1 - -10,5

S.P. Del Dique 276.480 0,2 115.002 0,1 265.517 0,3 -58,4 130,9

S.P. El Cayao S.A. 140.247 0,1 153.468 0,1 296.302 0,3 9,4 93,1

S.P. Puerto Bahía S.A. 3.114.107 2,8 2.662.522 2,3 1.878.834 1,9 -14,5 -29,4

S.P.R. Cartagena 5.056.928 4,5 6.379.371 5,6 7.339.974 7,4 26,2 15,1

S.P. Olefinas y Derivados S.A. 801.794 0,7 801.132 0,7 796.395 0,8 -0,1 -0,6

S.P. Terminal de IFO'S S.A. 68.963 0,1 - - - - - -

Transmarsyp 79.093 0,1 97.594 0,1 77.925 0,1 23,4 -20,2

CONTECAR 17.328.451 15,5 18.495.477 16,1 20.994.275 21,2 6,7 13,5

Vopak S.A. 123.370 0,1 79.853 0,1 72.884 0,1 -35,3 -8,7

Ciénaga 14.543.544 13,0 16.397.423 14,3 7.514.851 7,6 12,7 -54,2

S.P. Puerto Nuevo S.A. 14.543.544 13,0 16.397.423 14,3 7.514.851 7,6 12,7 -54,2

G. Morrosquillo 19.679.613 17,6 22.719.561 19,8 21.015.773 21,2 15,4 -7,5

COMPAS S.A. 853.565 0,8 786.277 0,7 1.012.113 1,0 -7,9 28,7

Oleoducto Central S.A. 18.826.048 16,8 21.933.283 19,1 20.003.660 20,2 16,5 -8,8

Guajira 1.031.871 0,9 1.088.046 0,9 796.710 0,8 5,4 -26,8

Puerto Brisa S.A. 1.006.956 0,9 1.066.530 0,9 787.210 0,8 5,9 -26,2

Pensoport S.A. 24.915 0,0 21.515 0,0 9.501 0,0 -13,6 -55,8

San Andrés 268.062 0,2 247.437 0,2 185.988 0,2 -7,7 -24,8

San Andrés Port Society 268.062 0,2 247.437 0,2 185.988 0,2 -7,7 -24,8

Santa Marta 6.739.241 6,0 7.110.098 6,2 4.757.802 4,8 5,5 -33,1

S.P.R. Santa Marta 6.739.241 6,0 7.110.098 6,2 4.757.802 4,8 5,5 -33,1

Turbo 944.095 0,8 965.467 0,8 1.065.876 1,1 2,3 10,4

C.I. Unión de Bananeros- Uniban 850.975 0,8 845.601 0,7 937.143 0,9 -0,6 10,8

Promotora Bananera S.A 93.120 0,1 119.865 0,1 128.733 0,1 28,7 7,4

P.Z. Pacific Region 25.609.966 22,9 20.882.634 18,2 17.477.706 17,6 -18,5 -16,3

Buenaventura 25.544.051 22,8 20.766.729 18,1 17.409.286 17,6 -18,7 -16,2

COMPAS S.A. 889.592 0,8 908.208 0,8 732.820 0,7 2,1 -19,3

Grupo Portuario S.A. 1.259.772 1,1 1.349.245 1,2 1.510.030 1,5 7,1 11,9

S.P.R. Buenaventura 16.849.993 15,0 11.340.880 9,9 8.320.362 8,4 -32,7 -26,6

TCBUEN S.A. 2.971.908 2,7 2.577.429 2,2 2.489.737 2,5 -13,3 -3,4

Soc.Puerto Industrila Aguadulce S.A. 3.572.786 3,2 4.590.967 4,0 4.356.338 4,4 0,0 -5,1

Tumaco 65.915 0,1 115.905 0,1 68.420 0,1 75,8 -41,0

Romero Y Burgos Y Cia S. En S.C. 1.513 0,0 1.474 0,0 374 0,0 -2,6 -74,6

SPR Tumaco Pacific Port S.A 64.402 0,1 114.431 0,1 68.045 0,1 77,7 -40,5

P.Z. River 1.131.304 1,0 1.143.061 1,0 984.774 1,0 1,0 -13,8

Barrancabermeja 1.017.431 0,9 1.081.191 0,9 825.903 0,8 6,3 -23,6

Impala Terminals S.A. 1.017.431 0,9 1.081.191 0,9 825.903 0,8 6,3 -23,6

Magdalena River 113.873 0,1 61.870 0,1 158.871 0,2 -45,7 156,8

Puerto Pimsa S.A. 113.873 0,1 61.870 0,1 158.871 0,2 -45,7 156,8

Total tons 112.033.806 100 114.662.852 100 99.193.699 100 2,3 -13,5

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Port Societies

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020 Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
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The movement of cargo for 2020, in public service port companies decreased by 13% compared 
to 2019. The cargo moved was 99.1 million tons, which reflects a decrease in cargo by 15.4 
million tons. The Caribbean region mobilized a total of 80.7 million tons, which translates into an 
important participation of 81% compared to that mobilized by the public service port companies 
located in the Pacific region (18%). 
 
Oleoducto Central S.A. and Sociedad Portuaria Terminal de Contanedores de Buenaventura, 
had a greater participation in cargo movement, with 20% and 21% respectively, which 
represents 41% of the total and a cargo volume of 40.9 million tons. 
 

2.2. TYPE OF CARGO BY PORT SOCIETY OF PUBLIC SERVICE 
 

Table 10. Tons mobilized by public service port company and type of cargo, January - December (2020) 

 

 

Port Societies Bulk coal Containerized cargo General Liquid bulk Solid bulk differ. coal Total

P.Z. Caribbean Region 12.778.525 31.849.644 2.202.990 25.398.919 8.501.140 80.731.219

Barranquilla 1.798.850 1.197.017 1.189.567 1.191.100 4.344.205 9.720.739

BITCO S.A. 245.500 - 92.439 - 474.197 812.136

COMPAS S.A. 699.175 - 269.294 68.989 58.854 1.096.312

Palermo S.P. S.A. - 3.216 446.949 203.949 1.332.950 1.987.064

S.P. Portmagdalena S.A. - - - 695.415 - 695.415

S.P.R. Barranquilla 635.697 1.193.801 380.885 17.982 1.868.448 4.096.813

S.P. Riverport S.A. 218.479 - - - 609.756 828.235

Vopak S.A. - - - 204.765 - 204.765

Cartagena 1.450.891 29.004.142 519.843 3.729.665 968.940 35.673.480

Algranel S.A. - - - 135.804 - 135.804

COMPAS S.A. - 626.323 70.024 - 459.231 1.155.578

Coremar Shorebase S.A. - - 181 102 - 283

Dexton S.A - - - 139.813 - 139.813

Oiltanking Colombia S.A. - - - 182.634 - 182.634

Puerto Buenavista S.A. - - 146.972 9.262 300.196 456.429

Puerto De Mamonal S.A. 1.450.891 945 85.640 109.701 179.782 1.826.959

Puertos del Caribe Soc. Portuaria - - - 53.874 - 53.874

S.P. Del Dique - - - 265.517 - 265.517

S.P. El Cayao S.A. - - - 296.302 - 296.302

S.P. Puerto Bahía S.A. - 8.213 173.513 1.667.378 29.730 1.878.834

S.P.R. Cartagena - 7.337.983 1.991 - - 7.339.974

S.P. Olefinas y Derivados S.A. - - - 796.395 - 796.395

Transmarsyp - 42.977 34.948 - - 77.925

CONTECAR - 20.987.701 6.574 - - 20.994.275

Vopak S.A. - - - 72.884 - 72.884

Ciénaga 7.514.851 - - - - 7.514.851

S.P. Puerto Nuevo S.A. 7.514.851 - - - - 7.514.851

G. Morrosquillo 237.097 - 634 20.003.660 774.383 21.015.773

COMPAS S.A. 237.097 - 634 - 774.383 1.012.113

Oleoducto Central S.A. - - - 20.003.660 - 20.003.660

Guajira 787.210 - 9.501 - - 796.710

Puerto Brisa S.A. 787.210 - - - - 787.210

Pensoport S.A. - - 9.501 - - 9.501

San Andrés - 89.476 45.828 - 50.683 185.988

San Andrés Port Society - 89.476 45.828 - 50.683 185.988

Santa Marta 989.627 813.431 117.320 474.494 2.362.930 4.757.802

S.P.R. Santa Marta 989.627 813.431 117.320 474.494 2.362.930 4.757.802

Turbo - 745.579 320.297 - - 1.065.876

C.I. Unión de Bananeros- Uniban - 621.344 315.799 - - 937.143

Promotora Bananera S.A. - 124.234 4.498 - - 128.733

P.Z. Pacific Region 1.081.564 9.264.825 881.537 631.987 5.617.793 17.477.706

Buenaventura 1.081.564 9.264.825 860.537 584.568 5.617.793 17.409.286

COMPAS S.A. - - - - 732.820 732.820

Grupo Portuario S.A. 730.211 - - - 779.819 1.510.030

S.P.R. Buenaventura - 3.872.176 618.166 584.568 3.245.452 8.320.362

TCBUEN S.A. - 2.489.737 - - - 2.489.737

Soc.Puerto Industrila Aguadulce S.A. 351.353 2.902.912 242.371 - 859.702 4.356.338

Tumaco - - 21.000 47.420 - 68.420

Romero Y Burgos Y Cia S. En S.C. - - - 374 - 374

SPR Tumaco Pacific Port S.A. - - 21.000 47.045 - 68.045

P.Z. River - 503 123.291 822.290 38.691 984.774

Barrancabermeja - 503 3.110 822.290 - 825.903

Impala Terminals S.A. - 503 3.110 822.290 - 825.903

Magdalena River - - 120.180 - 38.691 158.871

Puerto Pimsa S.A. - - 120.180 - 38.691 158.871

Total tons 13.860.089 41.114.972 3.207.818 26.853.196 14.157.624 99.193.699

Participation (%) 14 41 3 27 14 100

The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by Grupo Portuario from Sept 2020 and Nov 2019; update of SP TC Buen figures from Jan to Jul 
2019 and 2020; SPR Buenaventura figures update from Oct and Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; Palermo SP figures update from Dec 2019; SPR 
Barranquilla figures update April to December 2019. 

VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
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2.3. TYPE OF CARGO MOBILIZED IN PUBLIC SERVICE PORT SOCIETIES 
 
During 2020, containerized cargo registers a greater cargo movement with 30 million tons and 
a 42% share of the total cargo handled by public service port companies. 
 
Cartagena Container Terminal - Contecar and the Cartagena Regional Port Society were the 
port companies that handled the most cargo in containers, moving 20.9 and 7.3 million tons 
respectively, which corresponds to 69% of the total handled by this type of cargo.  
 
It can be seen that liquid bulk and bulk coal represent a participation of 27% and 16% 
respectively. The port company Oleoducto Central S.A. mobilized 74% of the liquid bulk cargo 
(hydrocarbons). Regarding the cargo of coal in bulk, the port company Puerto Nuevo S.A., 
mobilized 7.5 million tons with an important participation of 54% compared to the other port 
companies that mobilized this type of cargo. 
 
For solid bulk cargo other than coal, it registered a participation of 14%, in the port zones of 
Buenaventura and Barranquilla. 
 

 
Graph 11. Type of cargo handled by public service port companies from January to December (2020) 
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3. PORT SOCIETIES OF PRIVATE SERVICE 
 

3.1. TONS MOBILIZED BY PRIVATE SERVICE PORT SOCIETY 
 
 

Table 11. Tons mobilized by private service port company, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SP Monómeros for July and September 2020; Argos Free Zone figures update for Jul 2020; New SP 
Atlantic Zone figures update from Dec 2019; update of Cerrejón figures from Jul to Dec 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 
The private service port companies mobilized a total of 64.5 million tons for the year 2020, the 
cargo registered a decrease of 21%, compared to what was mobilized during 2019, which is 
equivalent to 17 million tons less than the previous year. 
 
The companies, American Port Company and Cerrejón Zona S.A. They are the private service 
port companies, which registered the highest cargo traffic; with a participation of 46% and 18%, 
respectively; for a total cargo movement of 41.1 million tons for 64% of all cargo handled by 
private service port companies during 2020. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ton
*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)

P.Z. Caribbean Region 87.257.025 98,1 80.376.675 98,5 63.248.104 98,0 -7,9 -21,3

Barranquilla 455.415 0,5 366.949 0,4 469.357 0,7 -19,4 27,9

Sociedad Portuaria Monómeros Colombo Venezolanos S.A. 455.415 0,5 366.949 0,4 469.357 0,7 -19,4 27,9

Cartagena 8.416.760 9,5 8.092.038 9,9 7.829.075 12,1 -3,9 -3,2

Atunamar Limitada 31.945 0,0 29.998 0,0 25.430 0,0 -6,1 -15,2

Ecopetrol S.A. 7.103.943 8,0 6.261.453 7,7 6.235.307 9,7 -11,9 -0,4

Nueva Sociedad Portuaria Zona Atlántica S.A. 75.114 0,1 76.843 0,1 51.611 0,1 2,3 -32,8

Sociedad Portuaria Bavaria S.A. 334.086 0,4 398.244 0,5 350.640 0,5 19,2 -12,0

Zona Franca Argos S.A.S. 871.672 1,0 1.325.501 1,6 1.166.087 1,8 52,1 -12,0

Cienaga 31.463.289 35,4 31.098.429 38,1 29.719.149 46,1 -1,2 -4,4

American Port Company Inc 31.463.289 35,4 31.098.429 38,1 29.719.149 46,1 -1,2 -4,4

Golfo Morrosquillo 11.064.228 12,4 9.072.160 11,1 9.272.429 14,4 -18,0 2,2

Cenit Transporte y Logística de Hidrocarburos S.A.S. 11.064.228 12,4 9.072.160 11,1 9.272.429 14,4 -18,0 2,2

Guajira 30.830.213 34,6 26.627.282 32,6 11.438.396 17,7 -13,6 -57,0

Cerrejón Zona Norte S.A. 30.830.213 34,6 26.627.282 32,6 11.438.396 17,7 -13,6 -57,0

San Andrés 75.114 0,1 76.843 0,1 51.611 0,1 2,3 -32,8

Nueva Sociedad Portuaria Zona Atlántica S.A. 75.114 0,1 76.843 0,1 51.611 0,1 2,3 -32,8

Santa Marta 4.952.006 5,6 5.042.974 6,2 4.468.087 6,9 1,8 -11,4

Cenit Transporte y Logística De Hidrocarburos S.A.S. 4.952.006 5,6 5.042.974 6,2 4.468.087 6,9 1,8 -11,4

P.Z. Pacific Region 559.000 0,6 277.828 0,3 322.427 0,5 -50,3 16,1

Turbo 10.002 0,0 5.583 0,0 11.605 0,0 -44,2 107,9

Portuaria Punta De Vaca S.A. 10.002 0,0 5.583 0,0 11.605 0,0 -44,2 107,9

Tumaco 548.998 0,6 272.245 0,3 310.822 0,5 -50,4 14,2

Cenit Transporte y Logística De Hidrocarburos S.A.S. 548.998 0,6 272.245 0,3 310.822 0,5 -50,4 14,2

P.Z. River 1.172.153 1,3 919.324 1,1 937.932 1,5 -21,6 2,0

Barrancabermeja 1.172.153 1,3 919.324 1,1 937.932 1,5 -21,6 2,0

Ecopetrol S.A. 1.172.153 1,3 919.324 1,1 937.932 1,5 -21,6 2,0

Total tons 88.988.178 100 81.573.827 100 64.508.463 100 -8,3 -20,9

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Port Zones

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)



 

20 

 

3.2. TYPE OF CARGO BY PRIVATE SERVICE PORT COMPANY 
 
Table 12. Tons mobilized by private service port company and type of cargo, January - December (2020) 

 
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SP Monómeros for July and September 2020; Argos Free Zone figures update for Jul 2020; New SP 
Atlantic Zone figures update from Dec 2019; update of Cerrejón figures from Jul to Dec 2019. 

    VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 

3.3. TYPE OF CARGO MOBILIZED IN PRIVATE SERVICE PORT COMPANIES 
 
The bulk coal cargo registered the highest movement during 2020, mobilized by the private 
service port companies, with 41 million tons and a 64% share of the total cargo. 
 

In second place, there is liquid bulk with a 33% participation and a cargo movement of 21.5 
million tons, for the year 2020. 
 
Cenit SAS - ZP Golfo Morrosquillo and Ecopetrol - ZP Cartagena, were the port companies that 
mobilized the most cargo of liquid bulk (Hydrocarbon) with a significant participation of 72%, with 
respect to that mobilized by the private service port companies, with respect to this type loading.  
 

Port Zones Bulk coal
Containerized 

cargo
General

Liquid 

bulk

Solid bulk differ. 

coal
Total

P.Z. Caribbean Region 41.028.792 1.527 55.446 20.304.073 1.858.266 63.248.104

Barranquilla - - 21.000 114.351 334.006 469.357

Sociedad Portuaria Monómeros Colombo Venezolanos S.A. - - 21.000 114.351 334.006 469.357

Cartagena - - 30.930 6.286.918 1.511.227 7.829.075

Atunamar Limitada - - 25.430 - - 25.430

Ecopetrol S.A. - - - 6.235.307 - 6.235.307

Nueva Sociedad Portuaria Zona Atlántica S.A. - - - 51.611 - 51.611

Sociedad Portuaria Bavaria S.A. - - 5.500 - 345.140 350.640

Zona Franca Argos S.A.S. - - - - 1.166.087 1.166.087

Cienaga 29.719.149 - - - - 29.719.149

American Port Company Inc 29.719.149 - - - - 29.719.149

Golfo Morrosquillo - - - 9.272.429 - 9.272.429

Cenit Transporte y Logística de Hidrocarburos S.A.S. - - - 9.272.429 - 9.272.429

Guajira 11.309.643 1.527 3.516 110.677 13.033 11.438.396

Cerrejón Zona Norte S.A. 11.309.643 1.527 3.516 110.677 13.033 11.438.396

San Andrés - - - 51.611 - 51.611

Nueva Sociedad Portuaria Zona Atlántica S.A. - - - 51.611 - 51.611

Santa Marta - - - 4.468.087 - 4.468.087

Cenit Transporte y Logística De Hidrocarburos S.A.S. - - - 4.468.087 - 4.468.087

P.Z. Pacific Region - - - 322.427 - 322.427

Turbo - - - 11.605 - 11.605

Portuaria Punta De Vaca S.A. - - - 11.605 - 11.605

Tumaco - - - 310.822 - 310.822

Cenit Transporte y Logística De Hidrocarburos S.A.S. - - - 310.822 - 310.822

P.Z. River - - - 937.932 - 937.932

Barrancabermeja - - - 937.932 - 937.932

Ecopetrol S.A. - - - 937.932 - 937.932

Total tons 41.028.792 1.527 55.446 21.564.433 1.858.266 64.508.463

Participation (%) 63,6 0,0 0,1 33,4 2,9 100
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Graph 12. Type of cargo handled by private service port companies from January to December (2020) 
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4. TYPE OF TRAFFIC IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SERVICE PORT SOCIETIES 
 
Table 13. Tons mobilized by private and public port companies, January - December (2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SP Monómeros for July and September 2020; update of the Port Group figures for Sept 2020 and Nov 
2019; Argos Free Zone figures update from Jul 2020, SP TC Buen figures update from Jan to Jul 2019 and 2020; SPR Buenaventura figures update from Oct and 
Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; Palermo SP figures update from Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla figures update April to December 2019; New SP Atlantic Zone 
figures update from Dec 2019; update of Cerrejón figures from Jul to Dec 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 
 

The private service port companies in 2020 moved 64.5 million tons, with a participation of 39%, 
with respect to the total cargo moved. Port public service companies handled 99.1 million tons, 
which means that they had a 61% share of the total handled by all port companies. 
 
  

 

 

 
Graph 13. Port traffic by all public and private service companies from January to December (2020) 

Traffic Type private service
*Part. 

(%)
private service *Part. (%) Total

Export 55.129.364 85,5 44.053.092 44,4 99.182.456

Import 5.117.920 7,9 29.939.600 30,2 35.057.520

Foreign trade 60.247.284 93,4 73.992.692 74,6 134.239.976

International transit - - 278.298 0,3 278.298

Transshipment cargo - - 21.157.530 21,3 21.157.530

Fluvial cargo 937.932 1,5 905.964 0,9 1.843.896

Cabotage cargo 3.323.247 5,2 2.843.337 2,9 6.166.584

Transitory cargo - - 15.878 0,0 15.878

Total port traffic 64.508.463 100 99.193.699 100 163.702.162
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5. REGIONAL PORT SOCIETIES 

5.1. TONS MOBILIZED BY REGIONAL PORT SOCIETY 
 
Table 14. Tons mobilized by regional port society, January - December (2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SPR Buenaventura from Oct and Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla figures update 
April to December 2019. 

    VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 
Graph 14. Millions of tons handled by regional port society, January - December (2020) 

 

During 2020, the Buenaventura Regional Port Society was the one with the highest cargo 
movement with 8.3 million tons, with a significant share of 34% of total cargo traffic compared 
to the other regional port companies. 
 
It is followed in order by the Regional Port Society of Cartagena, with a 30% participation, 
registering a cargo movement of 7.3 million tons. 
 
Followed by the Regional Port Society of Santa Marta, with a participation of 19%, registering a 
cargo movement of 4.7 million tons. 
 
Finally, the regional port companies of Barranquilla and Tumaco registered a movement of 4 
million and 68 thousand tons respectively, which is equivalent to a participation of 17% and 
0.3%, compared to the total port traffic registered by all the regional port companies. 
 

Regional port society Export
*Part.

(%)
Import

*Part.

(%)

Foreign 

trade

*Part.

(%)

Cabotage 

cargo

Fluvial 

cargo

Transshipment 

cargo

International 

transit

Transitory 

cargo

Total port 

traffic

Part. 

(%)

total

SPR Buenaventura 1.726.054 31,5 6.149.051 45,9 7.875.105 41,7 - - 445.256 - - 8.320.362 33,8

SPR Cartagena 1.050.078 19,1 1.441.892 10,8 2.491.970 13,2 259.735 - 4.588.269 - - 7.339.974 29,9

SPR Santa Marta 1.574.314 28,7 2.885.526 21,5 4.459.840 23,6 278.097 - 19.865 - - 4.757.802 19,4

SPR Barranquilla 1.109.827 20,2 2.927.998 21,8 4.037.825 21,4 21.483 26.278 531 1.915 8.781 4.096.813 16,7

SPR Tumaco Pacific Port S.A. 26.376 0,5 - - 26.376 0,1 41.669 - - - - 68.045 0,3

Total tons 5.486.649 100 13.404.468 100 18.891.117 100 600.983 26.278 5.053.921 1.915 8.781 24.582.996 100

Participation (%) 22,3 54,5 76,8 2,4 0,1 20,6 0,0 0,0 100

8.320.362

7.339.974

4.757.802

4.096.813

68.045

SPR Buenaventura

SPR Cartagena

SPR Santa Marta

SPR Barranquilla

SPR Tumaco Pacific Port S.A.
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Graph 15. Port traffic share of regional port companies from January to December (2020) 

 

5.2. ACCUMULATED COMPARISON OF PORT TRAFFIC IN THE LAST 3 YEARS BY 
REGIONAL PORT SOCIETY 

 

Table 15. Tons mobilized by regional port company, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SPR Buenaventura from Oct and Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla figures update 

April to December 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 

The regional port companies during 2020, presented a decrease of 17% in the movement of 
cargo compared to the previous year. The Tumaco regional port company presented a notorious 
decrease in its cargo of 40% compared to 2019. 
 
The Regional Port Companies of Buenaventura, Santa Marta and Cartagena, registered during 
2020, a participation of 83% with respect to the total cargo handled by this group of port 
companies. 
 
 
 

SPR Buenaventura
34%

SPR Cartagena
30%

SPR Santa Marta
19%

SPR Barranquilla
17%

Ton
*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)

SPR Buenaventura 16.849.993 50,7 11.340.880 38,3 8.320.362 33,8 -32,7 -26,6

SPR Cartagena 5.056.928 15,2 6.379.371 21,5 7.339.974 29,9 26,2 15,1

SPR Santa Marta 6.739.241 20,3 7.110.098 24,0 4.757.802 19,4 5,5 -33,1

SPR Barranquilla 4.535.215 13,6 4.668.888 15,8 4.096.813 16,7 2,9 -12,3

SPR Tumaco Pacific Port S.A. 64.402 0,2 114.431 0,4 68.045 0,3 77,7 -40,5

Total tons 33.245.778 100 29.613.668 100 24.582.996 100,0 -10,9 -17,0

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Regional Port Society

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
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5.3. TYPE OF CARGO BY REGIONAL PORT SOCIETY 
 
Table 16. Tons moved by regional port company and by type of cargo, January - December (2020)    

 
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SPR Buenaventura from Oct and Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019; SPR Barranquilla figures update 
April to December 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 
During 2020, the main type of cargo handled by regional port companies was containerized 
cargo, for a total of 13.2 million tons, with a significant share of 54%. 

 
Graph 16. Type of cargo handled by regional port companies from January to December (2020) 

 
Solid bulk other than coal, was in second place, the type of cargo that had the most movement, 
with a participation of 30.4% of the total (7.4 million tons), registering corn as the main products 
associated with this type of cargo, where the largest imports are registered from the United States 
and Brazil. 
 
On the other hand, the coal cargo reflected a movement of 1.6 million tons, which had a 7% 
share of the total cargo mobilized. The cargo was mobilized mainly through the Santa Marta 
Regional Port Society, exporting mostly to countries such as Turkey and Guatemala. 

Regional Port Society
Containerized 

cargo
General Liquid bulk Bulk coal

Solid bulk differ. 

coal
Total tons

SPR Buenaventura 3.872.176 618.166 584.568 - 3.245.452 8.320.362

SPR Cartagena 7.337.983 1.991 - - - 7.339.974

SPR Santa Marta 813.431 117.320 474.494 989.627 2.362.930 4.757.802

SPR Barranquilla 1.193.801 380.885 17.982 635.697 1.868.448 4.096.813

SPR Tumaco Pacific Port S.A. - 21.000 47.045 - - 68.045

Total tons 13.217.390 1.139.362 1.124.089 1.625.324 7.476.830 24.582.996

Participation (%) 53,8 4,6 4,6 6,6 30,4 100
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5.4. REGIONAL PORT SOCIETY OF BUENAVENTURA 
 
Table 17. Tons mobilized by type of cargo by SPR Buenaventura, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SPR Buenaventura from Oct and Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019. 

VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 
The Buenaventura Regional Port Company handled a total of 8.3 million tons, a negative 
variation of 27% compared to 2019. 
 
Containerized cargo had a significant 38% share of other types of cargo, handling 3.8 million 
tons. In second place, the cargo that was most mobilized was solid bulk cargo other than coal, 
with a 39% share with 3.2 million tons mobilized. 
 
 

 
Graph 17. Type of cargo handled by the SPR Buenaventura from January to December (2020) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ton
*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)

Containerized cargo 11.158.193 66,2 6.884.863 60,7 3.872.176 46,5 -38,3 -43,8

Solid bulk differ. Coal 3.729.046 22,1 2.772.515 24,4 3.245.452 39,0 -25,7 17,1

General 1.484.594 8,8 1.144.301 10,1 618.166 7,4 -22,9 -46,0

Liquid bulk 478.160 2,8 539.202 4,8 584.568 7,0 12,8 8,4

Total tons 16.849.993 100 11.340.880 100 8.320.362 100 -32,7 -26,6

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Type of cargo

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
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5.4.1. Main exported and imported products 
 

5.4.1.1. Exported 
 
Table 18 . Tons of the main products exported by SPR Buenaventura, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SPR Buenaventura from Oct and Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 

 
Graph 18. Tons of the main products exported by SPR Buenaventura, January to December (2018-2020) 

During 2020, the main products exported by the Buenaventura Regional Port Society 
correspond to sugar, equivalent to 30% of participation, in second place is excellent coffee with 
11.5% of participation, with respect to the total of products exported by this regional port society. 
Exports are made mainly to Peru, Panama and Ecuador. 
 
 

Ton
*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)

Sugar and sugar and honey preparations 645.984 30,6 1.062.700 51,6 510.234 29,6 64,5 -52,0

Excellent coffee 112.209 5,3 103.825 5,0 206.746 12,0 -7,5 99,1

Soluble coffee 205.061 9,7 155.563 7,6 61.556 3,6 -24,1 -60,4

Toys 190.349 9,0 148.165 7,2 3.646 0,2 -22,2 -97,5

Food products 87.898 4,2 61.733 3,0 134.343 7,8 -29,8 117,6

Paper and paperboard 153.862 7,3 49.038 2,4 65.726 3,8 -68,1 34,0

Electrical appliances and appliances 65.521 3,1 31.602 1,5 45.196 2,6 -51,8 43,0

Sweets and candies 44.889 2,1 30.651 1,5 49.866 2,9 -31,7 62,7

Household items 64.211 3,0 35.715 1,7 25.270 1,5 -44,4 -29,2

Industrial chemicals 75.659 3,6 28.193 1,4 9.690 0,6 -62,7 -65,6

Salt 2.082 0,1 22.174 1,1 81.750 4,7 965,3 268,7

Other products 464.293 22,0 329.113 16,0 532.031 30,8 -29,1 61,7

Total exported products 2.112.019 100 2.058.472 100 1.726.054 100 -2,5 -16,1

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Main exported products

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
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5.4.1.2. Imported 
 
Table 19. Tons of the main products imported by SPR Buenaventura, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation 
Note: Update figures in December 2020 of cargo handled by SPR Buenaventura from Oct and Nov 2020, and from Oct to Dec 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 

During 2020, the main products imported by the Buenaventura Regional Port Society were 
cereals, corn and food products, mainly from the United States, China and Lithuania. 
 
It is observed that the imported cargo for this regional port company decreased by 9.9%, that is, 
675 thousand tons of cargo less than entered by this regional port company during 2020. 
 

 
Graph 19. Tons of the main products imported by SPR Buenaventura, January to December (2018-2020) 

 

 

 

 

Ton
*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)
Ton

*Part. 

(%)

Cereals, grains and their preparations 1.957.928 23,3 962.121 14,1 1.292.425 21,0 -50,9 34,3

Corn 757.889 9,0 736.807 10,8 107.311 1,7 -2,8 -85,4

Food products 292.697 3,5 363.083 5,3 863.615 14,0 24,0 137,9

Raw material in general inedible 511.699 6,1 305.432 4,5 245.592 4,0 -40,3 -19,6

Household items 220.862 2,6 666.447 9,8 97.179 1,6 201,7 -85,4

Steel 466.276 5,5 250.391 3,7 255.310 4,2 -46,3 2,0

Toys 192.017 2,3 470.998 6,9 47.421 0,8 145,3 -89,9

Industrial chemicals 405.294 4,8 163.537 2,4 86.478 1,4 -59,6 -47,1

Raw materials 165.874 2,0 194.696 2,9 259.771 4,2 17,4 33,4

Chemical products 212.470 2,5 213.844 3,1 93.474 1,5 0,6 -56,3

Electrical appliances and appliances 274.706 3,3 127.342 1,9 116.900 1,9 -53,6 -8,2

Other products 2.950.176 35,1 2.370.115 34,7 2.683.574 43,6 -19,7 13,2

Total imported products 8.407.888 100 6.824.812 100 6.149.051 100 -18,8 -9,9

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Main imported products

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
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5.5. REGIONAL PORT SOCIETY OF CARTAGENA 
 
Table 20. Tons mobilized by type of cargo by SPR Cartagena, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation           
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 
The Cartagena Regional Port Society moved 7.3 million tons, with a growth of 15%, which is 
equivalent to 157 thousand tons more than the previous year, the cargo that was most mobilized 
was containerized cargo. 
 

 
Graph 20.  Type of cargo handled by SPR Cartagena from January to December (2018-2020) 

 

5.5.1. Main exported and imported products 
 

5.5.1.1. Exported 
 
Table 21. Tons of the main products exported by SPR Cartagena, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation           
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 

Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%)

Containers 5.054.971 99,96% 6.377.783 99,98 7.337.983 99,97% 26,2 15,1

General 1.957 0,04% 1.588 0,02 1.991 0,03% -18,8 25,3

Total tons 5.056.928 100 6.379.371 100 7.339.974 100 26,2 15,1

Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Type of cargo

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019

Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%)

Household items 296.010 43,7 276.765 31,6 372.981 35,5 -6,5 34,8

Polyethylene and plastic materials 114.199 16,9 305.668 34,9 428.804 40,8 167,7 40,3

Industrial chemicals 44.759 6,6 64.715 7,4 61.908 5,9 44,6 -4,3

Excellent coffee 47.524 7,0 59.151 6,8 38.322 3,6 24,5 -35,2

Cork and wood 60.837 9,0 57.373 6,6 6.620 0,6 -5,7 -88,5

Food products 27.140 4,0 37.131 4,2 55.018 5,2 36,8 48,2

Construction materials 9.847 1,5 18.520 2,1 23.577 2,2 88,1 27,3

Bottles and containers 17.061 2,5 8.388 1,0 4.502 0,4 -50,8 -46,3

Paper and paperboard 8.221 1,2 6.743 0,8 9.473 0,9 -18,0 40,5

Sanitary fixtures and fittings 4.821 0,7 4.246 0,5 6.392 0,6 -11,9 50,5

Fruits and vegetables 3.496 0,5 3.432 0,4 6.575 0,6 -1,8 91,6

Other products 43.714 6,5 32.518 3,7 35.905 3,4 -25,6 10,4

Total exported products 677.629 100 874.651 100 1.050.078 100,0 29,1 20,1

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)

Jan - Dec 2020 Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
Main imported products

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019
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VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 
 

Graph 21. Tons mobilized of main products exported by SPR Cartagena, January to December (2018-2020) 

 

5.5.1.2. Imported 
 
 
Table 22. Tons of the main products imported by SPR Cartagena, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation          
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 

Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%)

Household items 453.543 43,3 623.677 48,5 935.351 64,9 37,5 50,0

Polyethylene and plastic materials 86.330 8,2 126.716 9,9 133.830 9,3 46,8 5,6

Industrial chemicals 76.245 7,3 71.216 5,5 54.290 3,8 -6,6 -23,8

Food products 57.397 5,5 73.083 5,7 55.119 3,8 27,3 -24,6

Spare parts in general 66.348 6,3 65.478 5,1 34.893 2,4 -1,3 -46,7

Paper and paperboard 55.727 5,3 55.147 4,3 51.535 3,6 -1,0 -6,5

Tiles and ceramics 31.776 3,0 21.915 1,7 10.476 0,7 -31,0 -52,2

Drinks and spirits 14.400 1,4 31.233 2,4 13.993 1,0 116,9 -55,2

Articles made of textile fibers 21.352 2,0 24.208 1,9 13.490 0,9 13,4 -44,3

Sugar and sugar and honey preparations 3.669 0,4 26.853 2,1 27.439 1,9 631,9 2,2

Meats and meat preparations 9.401 0,9 20.398 1,6 24.857 1,7 117,0 21,9

Other products 171.504 16,4 144.876 11,3 86.621 6,0 -15,5 -40,2

Total imported products 1.047.690 100 1.284.799 100 1.441.892 100 22,6 12,2

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)

Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
Main Imported Products

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019
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Graph 22. Tons mobilized of main products imported by SPR Cartagena, January to December (2018-2020) 

 

5.6. REGIONAL PORT SOCIETY OF BARRANQUILLA 
 
Table 23. Tons mobilized by type of cargo by SPR Barranquilla, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation           
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Figures update in March 2020 for cargo handled by SPR Barranquilla from April to December 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 

The Sociedad Portuaria Regional de Barranquilla moved 4 million tons, with a decrease of 12% 
(572 thousand tons less), where the type of cargo that was mostly mobilized was solid bulk other 
than coal, registering a participation of 45% compared to the other types of cargo. The variation 
of solid bulk other than coal registers a decrease of 4% compared to the previous year. 
 
Another important type of cargo mobilized through this regional port company is containerized 
cargo, which had a participation of 29% and a negative variation of 16% compared to what was 
mobilized in the previous year, stopping mobilizing 226 thousand tons. 

Ton * Part. (%) Ton * Part. (%) Ton * Part. (%)

Solid bulk differ. coal 1.630.593 36,0 1.956.198 41,9 1.868.448 45,6 20,0 -4,5

Containerized cargo 1.338.108 29,5 1.420.174 30,4 1.193.801 29,1 6,1 -15,9

Bulk coal 926.234 20,4 713.041 15,3 635.697 15,5 -23,0 -10,8

General 627.793 13,8 563.294 12,1 380.885 9,3 -10,3 -32,4

Liquid bulk 12.487 0,3 16.181 0,3 17.982 0,4 29,6 11,1

Total tons 4.535.215 100 4.668.888 100 4.096.813 100 2,9 -12,3

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Type of cargo

Jan - Dic 2018 Ene - Dic 2019 Ene -  Dic 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
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Graph 23. Type of cargo handled by SPR Barranquilla from January to December (2020) 

 
 
5.6.1. Main exported and imported products 
 
5.6.1.1. Exported 
 
Table 24. Tons of the main products exported by SPR Barranquilla, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation           
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Figures update in March 2020 for cargo handled by SPR Barranquilla from April to December 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 
 
 

Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part.  (%) Ton *Part.  (%)

Coke coal and briquettes 926.234 64,4 713.065 57,6 635.697 57,3 -23,0 -10,9

Spare parts in general 56.338 3,9 104.928 8,5 64.962 5,9 86,2 -38,1

Ores and scrap 101.109 7,0 61.765 5,0 62.655 5,6 -38,9 1,4

Chemical products 54.893 3,8 52.832 4,3 68.959 6,2 -3,8 30,5

Inorganic chemicals 21.021 1,5 33.119 2,7 55.502 5,0 57,6 67,6

Tiles and ceramics 36.318 2,5 28.091 2,3 26.734 2,4 -22,7 -4,8

Wood pulp and pulp 21.942 1,5 21.389 1,7 26.619 2,4 -2,5 24,5

Asbestos 28.250 2,0 21.016 1,7 16.739 1,5 -25,6 -20,4

Food products 20.683 1,4 22.486 1,8 12.210 1,1 8,7 -45,7

Vegetable oils and fats 34.677 2,4 6.929 0,6 20 - -80,0 -

Generally inedible raw material 5.920 0,4 19.907 1,6 8.185 0,7 236,3 -58,9

Other products 131.723 9,2 152.713 12,3 131.545 11,9 15,9 -13,9

Total exported products 1.439.108 100 1.238.240 100 1.109.827 100 -14,0 -10,4

Main Exported Products

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
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Graph 24. Tons of the main products exported by SPR Barranquilla, January to December (2018-2020) 

 
 

5.6.1.2. Imported 
 
Table 25. Tons of the main products imported by SPR Barranquilla, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation           
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
Note: Figures update in March 2020 for cargo handled by SPR Barranquilla from April to December 2019. 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 
 
 
 

Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%)

Clinker 554.301 18,3 629.114 18,6 466.393 15,9 13,5 -25,9

Corn 409.548 13,5 554.217 16,4 617.447 21,1 35,3 11,4

Armaments and ammunition 369.326 12,2 287.764 8,5 241.060 8,2 -22,1 -16,2

Wheat 282.195 9,3 299.303 8,8 282.576 9,7 6,1 -5,6

Spare parts in general 240.271 7,9 282.453 8,4 206.470 7,1 17,6 -26,9

Cereals, grains and their preparations 211.911 7,0 218.713 6,5 178.700 6,1 3,2 -18,3

Chemical products 99.256 3,3 126.675 3,7 104.470 3,6 27,6 -17,5

Soy 89.187 2,9 109.911 3,2 124.251 4,2 23,2 13,0

Rice 29.210 1,0 127.032 3,8 162.566 5,6 334,9 28,0

Food products 63.059 2,1 119.097 3,5 79.052 2,7 88,9 -33,6

Cement 92.990 3,1 97.616 2,9 16.888 0,6 5,0 -82,7

Other products 590.216 19,5 530.411 15,7 448.125 15,3 -10,1 -15,5

Total imported products 3.031.470 100 3.382.306 100 2.927.998 100 11,6 -13,4

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Main Imported Products

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020 Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
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Graph 25. Tons of the main products imported by SPR Barranquilla, January to December (2018-2020) 

 

5.7. REGIONAL PORT SOCIETY OF SANTA MARTA 
 
Table 26. Tons mobilized by type of cargo in the SPR Santa Marta, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation           
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 
The Regional Port Society of Santa Marta handled 4.7 million tons, for a decrease of 33% (2.3 
million tons less). Coal in bulk registered a decrease of 58% compared to the previous year. 
 
Solid bulk different from coal, with a 49% share of the total cargo handled and a 7% decrease 
compared to the previous year. 

 
Graph 26. Type of cargo mobilized from SPR Santa Marta from January to December (2020) 

 

Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%)

Solid bulk diff. coal 2.152.445 31,9 2.531.561 35,6 2.362.930 49,7 17,6 -6,7

Bulk coal 3.008.283 44,6 2.357.434 33,2 989.627 20,8 -21,6 -58,0

Containers 798.566 11,8 1.484.400 20,9 813.431 17,1 85,9 -45,2

Liquid bulk 547.640 8,1 477.616 6,7 474.494 10,0 -12,8 -0,7

General 232.307 3,4 259.087 3,6 117.320 2,5 11,5 -54,7

Total tons 6.739.241 100 7.110.098 100 4.757.802 100 5,5 -33,1

Variation(%)

(2018-2019)

Variation (%)

(2017-2018)

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
Type of Cargo
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5.7.1. Main exported and imported products 
 
5.7.1.1. Exported 
 
 

Table 27. Tons of the main products exported from SPR Santa Marta, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation           
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 

 
 

Graph 27. Tons of the main products exported from SPR Santa Marta from January to December (2018-2020) 

Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%)

Coal 3.008.407 77,3 2.357.434 74,2 989.945 62,9 -21,6 -58,0

Vegetable oils and fats 423.689 10,9 366.783 11,5 309.622 19,7 -13,4 -15,6

Boxes and packaging in general - - - - 216.344 13,7 - -

Banana 375.329 9,6 368.690 11,6 45.995 2,9 -1,8 -87,5

Fruits and vegetables 22.579 0,6 43.450 1,4 5.489 0,3 92,4 -87,4

Excellent coffee 25.856 0,7 9.414 0,3 2.151 0,1 -63,6 -77,2

Force-generating machinery and equipment 1.524 0,0 2.610 0,1 1.924 0,1 71,3 -26,3

Flowers 4.125 0,1 5.761 0,2 1.079 0,1 39,7 -81,3

Other food products 4.028 0,1 2.457 0,1 661 0,0 -39,0 -73,1

Yam 569 0,0 815 0,0 250 0,0 43,2 -69,3

Wires and cables 16.648 0,4 8.075 0,3 235 0,0 -51,5 -97,1

Other products 11.298 0,3 13.588 0,4 619 0,0 20,3 -95,4

Total exported products 3.894.052 100 3.179.077 100 1.574.314 100 -18,4 -50,5

Variation (%)

(2017-2018)

Variation(%)

(2018-2019)

Jan - Dec 2018

Main Exported Products

Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
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5.7.1.2. Imported  
 
Table 28. Tons of the main products exported from SPR Santa Marta, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation           
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 
 

 
 

Graph 28. Tons of the main products imported from SPR Santa Marta from January to December (2018-2020) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%)

Corn 1.320.858 46,8 1.623.300 43,3 1.561.417 54,1 22,9 -3,8

Soy 571.704 20,2 553.103 14,8 457.863 15,9 -3,3 -17,2

Wheat 199.535 7,1 275.348 7,3 279.608 9,7 38,0 1,5

Boxes and packaging in general 1.838 0,1 619 0,0 226.555 7,9 -66,3 100,0

Vegetable oils and fats 148.224 5,2 126.049 3,4 152.119 5,3 -15,0 20,7

Magnesium 84.363 3,0 94.662 2,5 61.183 2,1 12,2 -35,4

Organic chemicals 76.518 2,7 79.920 2,1 38.689 1,3 4,4 -51,6

Manufactured fertilizers 13.799 0,5 21.078 0,6 27.530 1,0 52,8 30,6

Vehicles and automobiles 67.841 2,4 52.553 1,4 26.341 0,9 -22,5 -49,9

Petroleum 16.170 0,6 26.804 0,7 15.129 0,5 65,8 -43,6

Paper and paperboard 48.766 1,7 41.629 1,1 6.938 0,2 -14,6 -83,3

Other products 275.584 9,8 853.900 22,8 32.154 1,1 209,9 -96,2

Total imported products 2.825.200 100 3.748.965 100 2.885.526 100 32,7 -23,0

Variation(%)

(2018-2019)

Variation (%)

(2017-2018)
Main Imported Products

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020
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5.8. REGIONAL PORT SOCIETY TUMACO PACIFIC PORT 
 

Table 29. Tons mobilized by type of cargo in the SPR Tumaco Pacific Port, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
*Part: Percentage of participation           
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 

The regional port company Tumaco Pacific Port handled a total of 68 thousand tons during 2020, 
of which 69% correspond to liquid bulk and 31% to general cargo. 

 

 
Graph 29. Type of cargo mobilized from the SPR Tumaco Pacific Port from January to December (2020) 

 
 

5.8.1. Main exported products 
 
5.8.1.1. Exported 
 
 

Table 30. Tons of the main products exported by the SPR Tumaco Pacific Port, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 

 
During 2020, 100% of the total cargo exported by the regional port company Tumaco Pacific 
Port corresponds to oils and fats of vegetable origin, presenting a positive variation of 60% 
compared to the previous year. 
 

Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%) Ton *Part. (%)

Liquid bulk 40.408 62,7 83.042 72,6 47.045 69,1 105,5 -43,3

General - - 31.389 27,4 21.000 30,9 - -33,1

Solid bulk differ. coal 23.994 37,3 - - - - - -

Total tons 64.402 100 114.431 100 68.045 100 77,7 -40,5

Jan - Dec 2020 Variation (%)

(2018-2019)

Variation (%)

(2018-2019)
Type of cargo

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019

Jan - Dec 

2018

Jan - Dec 

2019

Jan - Dec 

2020
Ton Ton Ton

Vegetable oils and fats 36.333 16.528 26.376 -54,5 59,6

Total general 36.333 16.528 26.376

Type of cargo
Variation (%)

(2018-2019)

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
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6. CONTAINER UNITS 

6.1. CONTAINER UNITS PER PORT ZONE LAST 3 YEARS 
 
Table 31. Container units by port zone, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
Unit: No. of containers in TEUS (Twenty Equivalent Unit) - 20 'Containers 
*Part: Percentage of participation           
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 

The port zones mobilized 4.3 million TEUS units in 2020, with a decrease of 0.4% in relation to 
the TEUS units mobilized in the previous year, which corresponds to 17 thousand less TEUS 
units. 
  
The port zone of Cartagena presented the highest movement during 2020, with a participation 
of 68% and a growth of 6.8%, compared to the movement of TEUS registered in the previous 
year. The Buenaventura port zone was the second port zone with a participation of 23%, with 
respect to the total of TEUS mobilized, with a decrease of 16% compared to the previous year. 
  
During 2020, the port zone of Guajira went from mobilizing a total of 2 thousand units in 2019, 
to mobilizing 551 TEUS units during 2020, which is equivalent to a decrease of 79%. 
 

 
Graph 30. TEUS units by port zones from January to December (2018-2020) 

 

 

 

 

TEUS *Part(%) TEUS *Part(%) TEUS *Part(%)

Barrancabermeja - - - - 164 0,0            - -

Barranquilla 161.207 3,8            160.987 3,7            147.022 3,4            -0,1 -8,7

Buenaventura 1.365.879 32,1         1.196.554 27,3         1.004.634 23,0         -12,4 -16,0

Cartagena 2.529.576 59,4         2.812.819 64,1         3.002.753 68,7         11,2 6,8

Guajira 2.317 0,1            2.687 0,1            551 0,0            16,0 -79,5

San Andrés 17.830 0,4            19.376 0,4            14.562 0,3            8,7 -24,8

Santa Marta 104.521 2,5            124.439 2,8            129.294 3,0            19,1 3,9

Turbo 74.580 1,8            69.657 1,6            69.974 1,6            -6,6 0,5

Total TEUS units 4.255.910       100          4.386.519  100          4.368.954  100          3,1 -0,4

Variation %

 (2019 - 2020)
Port

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020 Variation % 

(2018 - 2019)



 

39 

 

6.2. CONTAINER UNITS BY PORT SOCIETY LAST 3 YEARS 
 
Table 32. Container units by port company, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
Unit: No. of containers in TEUS (Twenty Equivalent Unit) - 20 'Containers 
*Part: Percentage of participation          
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 

 
Graph 31. Container units from January to December (2018-2020) 

 

 

 

 

TEUS *Part(%) TEUS *Part(%) TEUS *Part(%)

Barrancabermeja - - - - 164 - - -

Sociedad Portuaria Impala Terminals Barrancabermeja S.A. - - - - 164 - - -

Barranquilla 161.207 3,8          160.987 3,7             147.022 3,4                        -0,1 -8,7

Barranquilla International Terminal Company S.A. 984 0,0          - - - - - -

Palermo Sociedad Portuaria S.A. 119 0,0          95 0,0             459 0,0                        -20,2 383,2

Sociedad Portuaria Regional de Barranquilla S.A. 160.104 3,8          160.892 3,7             146.563 3,4                        0,5 -8,9

Buenaventura 1.365.879 32,1        1.196.554 27,3           1.004.634 23,0                      -12,4 -16,0

Sociedad Portuaria Regional de Buenaventura S.A. 798.458 18,8        543.041 12,4           407.563 9,3                        -32,0 -24,9

Sociedad Portuaria Terminal de Contenedores de Buenaventura S.A. 361.002 8,5          304.005 6,9             268.354 6,1                        -15,8 -11,7

Sociedad Puerto Industrial Aguadulce S.A. 206.419 4,9          349.508 8,0             328.717 7,5                        69,3 -5,9

Cartagena 2.529.576 59,4        2.812.819 64,1           3.002.753 68,7                      11,2 6,8

Compañía de Puertos Asociados S.A. 114.679 2,7          93.681 2,1             68.421 1,6                        -18,3 -27,0

Puerto Buenavista S.A. - - 112 0,0             - - - -

Puerto de Mamonal S.A.  183 0,0          160 0,0             100 0,0                        -12,6 -37,5

Sociedad Portuaria Puerto Bahía 2.622 0,1          1.263 0,0             1.226 0,0                        -51,8 -2,9

Sociedad Portuaria Regional de Cartagena S.A. 592.150 13,9        764.412 17,4           791.690 18,1                      29,1 3,6

Sociedad Portuaria Transmarsyp S.A. 5.753 0,1          7.333 0,2             4.302 0,1                        27,5 -41,3

Terminal de Contenedores de Cartagena S. A. 1.814.189 42,6        1.945.858 44,4           2.137.014 48,9                      7,3 9,8

Guajira 2.317 0,1          2.687 0,1             551 0,0                        16,0 -79,5

Cerrejon Zona Norte S.A. 2.317 0,1          2.687 0,1             551 0,0                        16,0 -79,5

San Andrés 17.830 0,4          19.376 0,4             14.562 0,3                        8,7 -24,8

San Andres Port Society S.A. 17.830 0,4          19.376 0,4             14.562 0,3                        8,7 -24,8

Santa Marta 104.521 2,5          124.439 2,8             129.294 3,0                        19,1 3,9

Sociedad Portuaria Regional de Santa Marta S.A. 104.521 2,5          124.439 2,8             129.294 3,0                        19,1 3,9

Turbo 74.580 1,8          69.657 1,6             69.974 1,6                        -6,6 0,5

C.I. Unión de Bananeros de Uraba - Uniban 66.056 1,6          58.823 1,3             58.726 1,3                        -10,9 -0,2

Promotora Bananera S.A. 8.524 0,2          10.834 0,2             11.248 0,3                        27,1 3,8

Total TEUS Units 4.255.910                          100         4.386.519                      100            4.368.954              100                       3,1 -0,4

Variation %

 (2019 - 2020)
Port

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019 Jan - Dec 2020 Variation % 

(2018 - 2019)
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6.3. IMPO/EXPO CONTAINER UNITS BY CONTAINER TYPE (20, 40 FEET) BY PORT 

COMPANY 

 
Table 33. Container units by port company and type of container, January - December (2020) 

 
1. “TEUS” Unit: No. of containers in TEUS (Twenty Equivalent Unit) - 20 'Containers 
2. “FEUS” Unit: No. of containers in FEUS (Forty Equivalent Unit) - 40 'Containers 
The boxes containing a dash (-) correspond to port companies without cargo registration in the VIGIA system 
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 
 
 

Port Port Traffic
TEUS 

Full

TEUS 

Empty
FEUS Full

FEUS 

Empty

Total Units of 

TEUS and FEUS 

Full and Empty

EXPORT 36 - 9.035 - 9.071
IMPORT 205 - 2.537 - 2.742
EXPORT 8 16 12 107 143

IMPORT 27 6 111 17 161

EXPORT 2.152 87 5.700 1.443 9.382

IMPORT 1.289 216 6.063 1.041 8.609

TRANSSHIPMENT 1.193 285 1.805 1.140 4.423

INTERNATIONAL TRANSIT 4.612 370 8.708 2.728 16.418

EXPORT 10 - 5 - 15

IMPORT 18 1 21 189 229

Promotora Bananera S.A EXPORT - - 2.859 - 2.859

EXPORT 14 - 21 - 35

IMPORT 26 - 9 - 35

EXPORT 4 953 28 460 1.445

IMPORT 935 1 367 - 1.303

IMPORT 1 - 94 - 95

TRANSSHIPMENT - - 35 410 445

EXPORT 7.794 6.758 19.195 5.434 39.181

IMPORT 15.523 1.128 20.293 5.643 42.587

TRANSSHIPMENT 12 - 26 - 38

INTERNATIONAL TRANSIT 56 - 159 - 215

EXPORT 40.742 13.118 34.150 37.356 125.366

IMPORT 33.989 4.042 66.153 1.188 105.372

TRANSSHIPMENT 7.733 111 12.929 2.138 22.911

EXPORT 13.149 12.302 41.445 14.817 81.713

IMPORT 30.164 824 45.554 7.442 83.984

TRANSSHIPMENT 95.667 13.334 151.721 37.266 297.988

EXPORT 928 1.297 10.257 8.518 21.000

IMPORT 8 5.466 6.201 21.590 33.265

TRANSSHIPMENT - 39 - 191 230

EXPORT 14.336 9.185 19.562 26.164 69.247

IMPORT 22.361 2.584 50.293 647 75.885

TRANSSHIPMENT 1.836 6 5.846 6.511 14.199

EXPORT 8.236 12.028 13.583 47.559 81.406
IMPORT 35.246 57 69.457 622 105.382

EXPORT 35.154 19.706 64.063 34.145 153.068

IMPORT 54.751 1.327 86.854 9.627 152.559

TRANSSHIPMENT 319.170 28.734 503.898 102.711 954.513

747.385  133.981    1.259.049    377.104    2.517.519           

Palermo Sociedad Portuaria 

S.A

Sociedad Portuaria Regional 

De Cartagena S.A.

Sociedad Portuaria Regional 

De Santa Marta S.A.

Total Units of TEUS and FEUS full and empty

C.I. Unión De Bananeros De 

Urabá - Uniban

Cerrejón Zona Norte S.A.

Compañía De Puertos 

Asociados S.A.

Puerto De Mamonal S.A.  En 

Reorganizacion Empresarial

San Andrés Port Society S.A.

Sociedad Portuaria Terminal 

De Contenedores De 

Buenaventura S.A.

Sociedad Puerto Industrial 

Aguadulce S.A.

Terminal De Contenedores 

De Cartagena S. A.

Sociedad Portuaria Puerto 

Bahía

Sociedad Portuaria Regional 

De Barranquilla S.A.

Sociedad Portuaria Regional 

De Buenaventura S.A
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6.4. TONS AND TEUS MOBILIZED BY PORT ZONES AND PORT SOCIETIES 

 
Table 34. Tons and TEUS mobilized by port company, January - December (2020) 

 
         1. Unit “CARGO IN CONTAINER”: Tons 

          2. “TEUS” Unit: No. of containers in TEUS (Twenty Equivalent Unit) - 20 'Containers 
          3. Participation measured on No. TEUS 

*Part: Percentage of participation           
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 

 
During 2020, port companies handled 4.3 million TEUS, for an average of 9 million tons of cargo 
per TEUS. 

 
Graph 32. TEUS share by port zone from January to December (2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Port Zone Containerized cargo (Tons) *Part (%) TEUS *Part (%)

Barrancabermeja 503                                                     0,0% 164                                       0,0%

Sociedad Portuaria Impala Terminals Barrancabermeja S.A. 503 0,0% 164 0,0%

Barranquilla 1.196.833                                           2,9% 147.022                                3,4%

Palermo Sociedad Portuaria S.A. 3.040 0,0% 459 0,0%

Sociedad Portuaria Regional de Barranquilla S.A. 1.193.793 2,9% 146.563 3,4%

Buenaventura 9.260.384                                           22,5% 1.004.634                             23,0%

Sociedad Portuaria Regional de Buenaventura S.A. 3.872.176 9,4% 407.563 9,3%

Sociedad Portuaria Terminal de Contenedores de Buenaventura S.A. 2.489.737 6,1% 268.354 6,1%

Sociedad Puerto Industrial Aguadulce S.A. 2.898.472 7,1% 328.717 7,5%

Cartagena 29.004.142                                         70,6% 3.002.753                             68,7%

Compañía de Puertos Asociados S.A. 626.323 1,5% 68.421 1,6%

Puerto de Mamonal S.A.  945 0,0% 100 0,0%

Sociedad Portuaria Puerto Bahía 8.213 0,0% 1.226 0,0%

Sociedad Portuaria Regional de Cartagena S.A. 7.337.983 17,8% 791.690 18,1%

Sociedad Portuaria Transmarsyp S.A. 42.977 0,1% 4.302 0,1%

Terminal de Contenedores de Cartagena S. A. 20.987.701 51,1% 2.137.014 48,9%

Guajira 1.527                                                  0,0% 551                                       0,0%

Cerrejon Zona Norte S.A. 1.527 0,0% 551 0,0%

San Andrés 87.809                                                0,2% 14.562                                  0,3%

San Andres Port Society S.A. 87.809 0,2% 14.562 0,3%

Santa Marta 813.431                                              2,0% 129.294                                3,0%

Sociedad Portuaria Regional de Santa Marta S.A. 813.431 2,0% 129.294 3,0%

Turbo 745.579                                              1,8% 69.974                                  1,6%

C.I. Unión de Bananeros de Uraba - Uniban 621.344 1,5% 58.726 1,3%

Promotora Bananera S.A. 124.234 0,3% 11.248 0,3%

Total tons in containers and TEUS units 41.110.207                                         100% 4.368.954                             100%

Barranquilla
3%

Buenaventura
23%

Cartagena
69%

Santa Marta
3%

Turbo
2%
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6.5. EVOLUTION OF THE TYPE OF CONTAINER 
 
Table 35. Number of containers by type of container, January - December (2018-2020) 

 
“TEUS” Unit: No. of containers in TEUS (Twenty Equivalent Unit) - 20 'Containers 
“FEUS” Unit: No. of containers in FEUS (Forty Equivalent Unit) - 40 'Containers 
*Part: Percentage of participation           
VIGIA database consultation date: 01-29-2021 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Graph 33. Number of containers by type of container from January to December (2018-2020) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No. Containers * Part.(%) No. Containers * Part.(%) No. Containers * Part.(%)

Full Teus 880.618 33,4 871.199 32,3 781.771 29,5 -1,1 -10,3

Empty Teus 130.300 4,9 145.020 5,4 150.481 5,7 11,3 3,8

Full Feus 1.269.153 48,2 1.277.187 47,3 1.312.006 49,5 0,6 2,7

Empty Feus 353.343 13,4 407.963 15,1 406.345 15,3 15,5 -0,4

Total general 2.633.414                             100       2.701.369                  100          2.650.603           100                    2,6 -1,9

Jan - Dec 2020 Variation (%)

(2018-2019)

Variation(%)

(2019-2020)
Container Type

Jan - Dec 2018 Jan - Dec 2019
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GLOSSARY 
 
ARRIVAL: Term used to indicate the arrival or entry of ships / vessels / boats to a specific port. 
 
SHIP: It is any floating construction destined to navigate on water. This concept includes cargo 
and passenger transport vessels, recreational and fishing boats, barges, sailboats, ferries, 
tugboats and any other type of water vehicle. 
 
CARGO: Cargo or set of goods that for transport from one port to another are embarked and 
disembarked in ships/vessels/boats. 
 
CABOTAGE CARGO: Cargo transported, embarked and unloaded between national ports 
 
OVERLOAD CARGO: Cargo manifested as such, coming from foreign countries, for other 
countries or national ports, transported by sea or river. 
 
TRANSIT CARGO: Cargo from foreign countries destined outside the country. 
 
TRANSITORY CARGO: Cargoes that are provisionally unloaded from ships, vessels or boats, 
while they are in port. 
 
FEU: The acronym FEU (in English: Forty-foot Equivalent Unit, FEU or feu), equivalent to a 
forty-foot unit in freight transport. 
 
PRIVATE SERVICE PORT: It is one where services are only provided to companies legally or 
economically linked to the port company that owns the infrastructure 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE PORT: It is the one where services are provided to all who are willing to 
submit to the rates and operating conditions. 
 
TEU: The acronym TEU (an acronym of the term in English Twenty-foot Equivalent Unit), and 
means Unit Equivalent to Twenty Feet in the transport of cargo. 
 
PORT TRAFFIC: Operations of entry, exit, docking, undocking, stay and repair of ships in port, 
as well as the temporary storage of said goods in the port zone. 
 
INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORTATION: The traffic of ships/ships/boats or aircraft, national or 
foreign, cargo or passengers to or from abroad. 
 
PORT SOCIETY: They are public limited companies, constituted with private, public, or mixed 
capital, whose corporate purpose will be investment in construction and maintenance of ports, 
and their administration. Port companies provide loading and unloading services, storage in 
ports, and other services directly related to port activity. 
 
SAIL: Term used with recurrence in common language to indicate both the departure of ships / 
vessels / boats from one place to another. 
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PORT ZONE: Port zone is understood to be the physical space where port operations 
are carried out and the Port Administrator exercises his functions, which comprises the 
following elements: 
 
1. In the aquatic zone: the roadstead, the anchorage, the access channel and the dock. 
 
2. In land space: docks, fixed or floating, ramps, monobuoys, multi-buoys, boarding 
platforms, cranes, yards, internal roads, warehouses and buildings used for port activities. 

 
 

 


